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Most days, I feel like I live in a strange,
isolated bubble. As an exchange student,
I'm technically a student at Tohoku
University but I honestly don’ t interact
with other, “real” students and nothing in
Exchange really encourages it. And although
I live, shop, and study here, I really never
feel like I belong here. You never get used
to being stared at while you're trying to
buy groceries, or people actively avoiding
being near you. It's an odd sort of half-life to
live.
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I really felt like an outsider, not like
someone who actually lived and studied in
Sendai.
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I was getting better by the time the spring
semester arrived, but I was still struggling
with all these doubts.
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That all changes when I go to festivals.
There, I'm one of hundreds, maybe even
thousands, celebrating a common idea like

love or community.
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I adored that these experiences allowed me
to feel like I was really a part of Sendai's
community.
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When we danced in the festival, and I was
surrounded by Sendai's citizens who were
all smiling and laughing with me, I really
felt like T had made the right choice in
coming to Tohoku University.
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Because of that realization, I felt much more
confident in my studies and my own
Japanese skills. I became more confident in
going out and exploring the city and things
like that. I really feel like, in those last
months, I really enjoyed the most out of my
study abroad session. So now I' m more
sure than ever that I want to come back to
Japan and I want to keep studying Japanese
and get even better.
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