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A study of the formation of order in Heike Monogatari:
Focusing on the relationship between Go-
Shirakawa-in and Minamoto no Yoritomo

Le YU

Heike Monogatari is a historical novel which delineates the Genpei War and the
conflicts between political and religious groups during the time period. In this novel,
Go-shirakawa-in and Minamoto no Yoritomo provoked conflicts without hesitation,
and used their royal authority and military power to suppress rebellions. Yet, they
expressed intention to cooperate with each other. The purpose of this article is to
analyze how the harmonious relationship between Go-shirakawa-in and Yoritomo
was described and the significance of this relationship in Heike Monogatari.

It is known that Fukuhara Decree and the decree appointing Yoritomo supreme
commander of the imperial forces, issued by Go-shirakawa-in, were fictions by Heike
Monogatari. This article proposes that the fictions about the decrees were created
to describe Yoritomo as one who has no intention to cause any conflicts even with
his enemy, Heike, and is not eager for power. This suggests that he is the eligible
person to build up and to maintain order with Go-shirakawa-in.

On the other hand, this article also points out that the order built up by Go-
shirakawa-in and Yoritomo was not perfect and not free of conflicts, by delineating
how Taira no Shigehira was treated after he became a captive in Heike Monogatari.
Also, in the end of the novel, conflicts between Go-shirakawa-in and Yoritomo
turned up and Yoritomo was then described as one with no mercy and with no
intention to avoid conflicts. This article suggests that these descriptions which
show the opposite intentions with the fictions of the two decrees, were due to the
sympathies for people who were killed in the war. Heike Monogatari attempted to
describe the harmonious order built up by Go-shirakawa-in and Yoritomo without
conflicts, but also had an intention to make its description close to the history and

show sympathies for people who had suffered in the war.
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