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Women's Entrepreneurship and Economic Empowerment

Eri IIJIMA
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

This paper discusses the process of women's economic empowerment, while the experiences
of women's entrepreneurship are supposed as a part of adult learning. It examines a case of a
woman who has started a new small business; how she has used resources, and has built up her
agency, power, and relationship, having been affected by social backgrounds and environmental
factors such as gender roles, norms, and structures. It also considers how her activities are
having an influence on the community.

As a result, this paper shows the following three points. (1) The woman achieved economic
empowerment through her experiences of entrepreneurship. (2) Educational approaches by official
facilities such as women’s center have affected on not only enhancing her community oriented
views, but also what sort of community she has created. (3) Women's empowerment has been

achieved in the relationships of the community.
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