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The Concept of the Afterworld Analysis
in the Modern Folktale

—The Boundary between Afterworld and the secular world
through the revival stories —

Ai Sazaki

By the main subject, it is intended to find concept on Japanese afterworld in
modern for Miyoko Matsutani “Gendaiminwako (the Modern Folktale)” .

And, as a result of analysis of “Gendaiminwako”, element of the idea the next
world in mountains by Kunio Yanagita was not seen as a characteristic of the
concrete afterworld in modern.

In addition, I was able to classify these afterworld images in three mainly:.

It is “border” image to exist between “afterworld” image, this world and the
afterworld to assume Buddhists’ paradise and a mountain a point to arrive at after
death each and “vehicle” image to take a dead person from this world to the death
with.

A kind in particular is abundant, and the “border” image tends to be imaged a lot
again in this.

The representative is the image of “the river”, and the image of “the flower
field” often accompanies it.

In addition, there were many things which appeared in modern times, and tended

to be used the afterworld in “vehicle” to take it to.
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