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Empirical Study on the Economic Effects of

Women's Higher Education :

Focusing on the Private Rate of Return for Women with Occupational Qualification

Satomi ENDO
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

In recent years, women's willingness to pursue higher education continues to be high in
Japan. However, there are very few studies on the economic effect of women’'s educational
investment, so multifaceted research on this topic is required. This paper examines the economic
effects of higher education graduated women with occupational qualification by measuring their
private rate of return. The results of the analysis are as follows : (1) The private rate of return
for jobs that require occupational qualification are 6.0% or more. And the rate of return for all
those jobs measured in this study is not negative. Therefore, those jobs can have a certain level
of the economic effects. (2) The private rate of return for higher education graduate women
with occupational qualification is higher than the average rate for women who graduated from
universities, except for certain cases. In summary, it is a meaningful choice for women to go on
to higher education in order to obtain occupational qualification if they expect a higher economic
outcome for their educational investment. However, the rate of return varies greatly depending
on job type and the direct costs for higher education. Focusing on this point, policy support is

more necessary for all women with occupational qualification to earn a stable income.

Keywords : Willingness to pursue higher education, Intentionality to obtain occupational

qualification, Economic effect, Qualifications required job, Rate of return



