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‘Islam’ in Japanese Christian University
Internationalization Programs

Andi Holik RAMDANI

As an impact of the internationalization strategy of Japanese universities that has
reigns highly on the agendas of both the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology (MEXT) and universities programs for raising global
competitiveness, international students have increased gradually in Japanese higher
education during past ten years.

There is also a significant growth in the number of international Muslim students
from Islamic countries attending universities in Japan. This situation has shaped the
university environment to provide facilities and activities related to intercultural
exchange and intercultural understanding, such as global learning rooms, international
oasis, international festival, etc.

However, that does not seem to be the case when it comes to the subject of religion.
Japanese Seikyobunri (Separation of Religion and State) policy which bound a national
body, including national universities, ban the universities to perform religious activities
or to provide religious facilities. It affects the freedom of religous practice, especially for
international Muslim students, to perform five times prayer a day inside the university.
On the other hand, in private universities, performing or providing particular religious
facilities as well as teaching religious-based education, have not been prohibited,
because the Seikyobunri policy is not applicable in those institutions.

By focusing on three Japanese Christian universities (Rikyo University, Sophia
University, and Kwansei Gakuin University) and its correlation with Islam, this paper
discusses how this three Japanese Christian university open their doors for International

muslim students as part of Japanese higher education internationalization strategy.
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