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Studies of Conversion and their Understanding of Human

Yukio Tokuda

Since Starbuck, E.D. studied Conversion psychologically about a hundred years
ago, many scholars have tried to approach Conversion by various methods. Most
students agree with that Conversion is one of the most difficult phenomenon to
understand. In this paper, I define Religious Conversion as the transformation to
Reality-centredness of human existence. This article is an attempt to present the
distinction of that framework from the point of understanding of Human in studies
of Conversion. : !

As some students point out, there are two different types of Human in series of
studies of Conversion. In a ward, they are a passive convert and an active convert.
The former is the victim only to obey the mechanical causality and the Agent as
God or the unconscious. The later is the seeker who can act by own ability. But
my case studies don’t verify that alternative view. Then I suppose the Human (I
call him Religious Human) who is passive to Reality (dimension of verticality) and
active to his personality or society (dimension of horizonality). And we can see his
passivity to Reality is the center of his active behavior. The existential structure
is a feature of Religious Human. In this meaning, Religious Conversion, the birth
of Religious Human, is acquisition Reality which is center axis of human existence.

(54)





