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Literary Studies after the Great East Japan Earthquake and the
Words of Fukushima Poems: Saito Kazuko, Nemoto Masayuki
and Miura Hiroko, Poets who ‘Lost’ their Hometowns

KASHIMA Masahiro

The purpose of this paper is to emphasize the necessity of studying
Fukushima-based poets, a topic which has not been dealt with in post
3.11 literary studies. After the triple disaster, the field focused
essentially on “literature” published in Tokyo, excluding the ideas of
those authors living in the “affected areas.” In this paper, I will thus
analyze the expressions of those living in Fukushima by focusing on
the work of three authors, Saitdo Kazuko, Nemoto Masayuki, and Miura
Hiroko. These poets were forced out of their hometowns due to
evacuation orders from the Japanese government. Saitd’s poems show
that losing one’ s hometown is losing the spirit of the land. The poems
by Nemoto and Miura express the feelings of those who used to live
in a “hometown,” and which cannot be recovered through the simple
dichotomy put forward by the anti-nuclear as well as other political
movements. Finally, based on the analysis of the poems mentioned
above, I described the necessity of carefully rescuing the thoughts of
residents, and listed 29 poems by 71 poets residing in Fukushima.
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