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The Quantitative Analysis of Text Applying

Legislative Process of an Early Graduation System

Ryuya FUJII
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The paper aims to clarify the kind of discussion that occurred, when formulating the
legislation for an early graduation system. A quantitative text analysis was conducted for the
minutes of the Diet and minutes of the University Council.

The analysis revealed three findings. First, some words were frequently used in the minutes
of the Diet and the minutes of the University Council. For example, words related to the early
graduation system, such as "university", "graduation’, "three years', and "department”, as well as
"credits”, "grades", "evaluation", and "excellent". Second, the types of words which appeared
characteristically in each subcommittee were different in the Diet and University Council. For
example, the topic of "junior college" appeared in the minutes of the University Council, but it
was not mentioned at all in the minutes of the Diet. Third, the main words of the discussion were
different in the minutes of the Diet and those of the University Council. In the minutes of the
University Council, the centrality was high for words like "graduation’, "four years", "grades", and

in the minutes of the Diet, the centrality of "student”, "credits", "rigor”, "management” was high.

Key words : Early Graduation System, Higher Education Policy, Gifted and Talented Education,

Policy Analysis, Measuring text analysis



