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Memories of the Atomic Bombing and those
Killed as Recorded in the Visitor Log at
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum

Kaori Hirota

This paper focuses on visitor comment books at Hiroshima Peace Memorial
Museum, which called ¥t & / — I in order to explore “memories of the atomic
bombing in Hiroshima” for the general public, who are considered to be the passive
recipients of the memory. In Quantitative Text Analysis of the comments, a co-
occurrence network diagram was used to present an overall picture of the comments,
and three characteristic discourses were found: (1) expressions of knowledge and
negative feelings about the atomic bombing, (2) references to the importance of one's
own life, and (3) opposition to war and a wish for world peace. For qualitative
analysis, I considered the background of the discourses based on the contents of the
museum's exhibits. Especially, I focused on the part of visitors thinking about their
own lives. This is because Quantitative Text Analysis revealed the importance of this
description as well as the two main messages of the museum: “the horror of nuclear
weapons” and “a desire for peace. For most visitors, the deaths caused by the atomic
bomb should be viewed as the third person, but the experience at the museum was
thought to cause them to deepen their own thinking about life and death by attracting
these deaths to themselves. I examined how people faced the exhibits, and how they
regarded and approached the A-bomb survivors, especially the dead. As a result, we
found a sense of mortality evoked by the disturbing deaths, an approach to the
A-bomb experience based on a sense of commonality with Hibakusha, and a positive
attitude toward their own life based on empathy for the souls of the dead caused by
the atomic bombings. In addition, the function of the museum as a discursive device

and its impact were also suggested.
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