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Unfinished Movement for the Consoling and
Honoring of the War Dead: Focusing on “The
Story of Chureitou” and The Noh Play “Churei”

Miyu Okamoto

From Meiji Period to pre-war Showa Period, a lot of institutions to console and
honor the war dead had been built. In this paper I will focus on the monument
called chureitou which was promoted construction by ‘Japan Honoring Association’

(B9 Ak H A2 8RS 4Y) |, and consider its situation among such institutions
in the war through researching promotional works, namely the book “The Story of
Chureitou” and the noh play “Churei”.

“The Story of Chureitou” written by the chairman of the association was
published in 1942. In this book, the significance to build and sustain chureitou
publicly was emphasized, and its role as a charnel was focused on to especially
differentiate it from Yasukuni Jinja.

On the other hand, in “Churei”, although it was requested to produce by ‘Japan
Honoring Association’, such significance of chureitou was hardly specified. The
play was first staged at Yasukuni Jinja in 1941. Its architecture and characters
matched to the view of the war dead, that is to be God in Yasukuni Jinja.

The results indicate the two sides of chureitou. The significance and feature of
chureitou were established through competition with other memorial institutions.
However, at the same time, it had to be dependent on Yasukuni Jinja to coexist with

it.
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