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Near-death Visions :
Why did the Buddha come to receive me?

——The image of the Shoju-raigo and
Nenbutsu in the Ojoyoshi——

OHMURA Tetsuo

-

Those who face death are known to experience many visions not shared by others. In
a 2007 survey conducted at Home hospice care environments, 42. 3 per cent of the
patients mentioned seeing “people and places which cannot be seen by others.” Among
these, only 5.8 per cent claimed to have seen kamis or buddhas, while 52.9 per cent
mention visions of “dead relatives and acquaintances”.

However, in the context of Pure Land faith, to be welcomed by a host of
bodhisattvas‘ and eventually by Amida himself in the hour of death —— that is, the
shoju—raigd — is considered to be a necessary feature for rebirth in the after—life land
of ultimate bliss. Thus in order to experience this shoju—raigo, in which kind of
practices did people engage in?

The author attempted to answer these questions by examining two sources : the
ojoyoshu (“Essentials of Rebirth in the Pure Land,” written by Genshin in 985, a
classic of the Pure Land faith, which was composed during the ancient period but
influenced enormously the views of life and death of later ages) .

The following conclusions were reached : Before, people attempted to experience
the shoju—raigo through the practice of “Nembutsu” (the visualization of Amida’s
image and the chanting of its name) and the performing of a number of “deathbed rites”

(rinji—gyogi) .

KEYWORDS : Omukae phenomenon ; shoju—raigo ; Nenbutsu ; 0joyoshi ; vision
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