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Fashionable Gods in the Age of Internet: A Case of
Negainomiya

Lvping HUANG

Negainomiya is the name of the Konkokyo Momoyama Church, which was
founded in Osaka City about 150 years ago. The present head minister is Kiyoshi
Momoyama who was born in July 5th, 1974. He acquired the mission qualification
of Konkokyo in 1997 and inherited the church as the seventh head minister in 1999.
In order to revive the declining church, he broke through the traditional viewpoint
for church and resorted to various communication tools including digital media to
advertise Negainomiya. Since the internet website of Negainomiya was constructed
in 2003, thousands of people has been praying on the website directly after 2006. In
addition, a total of 3,000 new prayers visited Negainomiya until now.

In this paper, considering Negainomiya as an example of new fashionable gods
in the age of internet, I would like to clarify the process how it developed and the
characteristics that it indicated. I show that along with the increase of internet
prayer, the number of those( who visited Negainomiya also increased obviously.
This phenomenon proved that virtual and actual worshiping activities promote
mutually. Also as the example shows, not only the way of communication between
prayer and religious groups got changed, but also two tendencies appeared
distinctly that people would not like to be shackled by the rules of religious groups
and they may pay much more attention to personal and actual benefits than the god

itself.
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