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A Study of the Degree to Affix of [#)] and ']
from the Perspective of Interchangeability

Rui ZENG

This article, from the Perspective of the Interchangeability of [#J] and [ | in
three-character Chinese phrase, studies: 1. Whether [- #£] used as attributive is an
adjective which is the same as [- #9] , 2. Whether [- #£] uibutive has sed as attrthe
function of modifying the attribute of the modified. The purpose is to compare the
degree to affix of [ and [ ] .

The main object of study is [- #] in three-character Chinese phrase used as
attributive. The purpose of study is to see whether such three-character Chinese
phrases exist when [£ | is replaced by [ , and, if such three-character Chinese
phrases exist, what is the difference between [- ] used as attributive and [ ] .
The results of study are as follows:

1. There are two kinds of relationships between [- #:] used as attributive and
the modified. One is the relationship of essive, and the other is the relationship
of modifying attribute. It seems that [- #] and [- #9] are similar in modifying
attribute, but there is essential difference [- ] and [- 9] . [- #] can form
the meaning of having this one attribute when used as attributive, due to the fact
that it is the attribute of noun, thus naturally forming the relationship of modifying
attribute. [-¥:]has one of the attributes that noun has to define the modified noun. [-
] mainly describes the modality of the modified noun.

2. [- ] used as attributive has the same meaning as [- 1] used independently, and
also keeps the meaning of noun while forming the relationship of modifying attribute.
That is to say that [- ] is noun while [- 19] is adjective. The similarity of them used
as attributive is due to the fact that [4:] can mean the attribute of something.

The results of study show that the Chinese three-character phrase containing [-
#] used as attributive has the same meaning as [- #£] that shows possessive case,
which is having this one attribute. [ ¥4 | still shows attribute which shows no change
of meaning. [- AY] only shows pure modality, which has no actual meaning. [- ]
forms a noun no matter what part of speech is the root that it follows, and this is due to
the fact that [t ] can mean the attribute of something. [#J] has no actual meaning,
it only changes the root that it follows into an adjective, thus having the function of
attributive to modify noun. This shows that [#J] is more like an affix than [ ] .
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