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89

Aspect of Seisai KAWAGUCHTI’s logics on Shogaku

—Confucian Educational Ideas in Mid Edo Period—

Yasuhiro TAKAHASHI

This article elucidates the aspect of the understanding by Seisai KAWAGUCHI
(1703 - 54) of Shogaku -the elementary educational book of Shushigaku (Neo-
Confucianism). Responding to the criticism on Shogaku by Shundai DAZAI (1680-
1747) and other members of Sorai School, Seisai wrote counterargument texts.
Shundai raised questions on the fact that Shogaku’s targeted readers were children.
Originally, Shogaku was said to have been created for children. However, in it,
there are many articles that seem to have been addressed to teachers or parents.
Shundai, therefore, criticized Shushigaku based on the reasoning that the book was
not appropriate as a book for children. Seisai KAWAGUCHI was the only one who
refuted Shundai’s criticism. Seisai, who was a scholar of Shushigaku, was required
to dismiss the arguments of Shudai without denying the words of Zhu Xi. In his
refutations, Seisai’'s own understanding of Shogaku emerged.

In the first place, Seisai criticized such fixed perceptions to regard Shogaku as
a book for children. Seisai regarded Shogaku as [a book that anybody should study
throughout their lives]. From the Confucian scholastic grade’s point of view, after
Shogaku, one would go onto the stage of reading Daigaku. While Daigaku is the book
for various people of ‘upper’ positions such as princes or parents, Seisai tried to
place Shogaku as a book for various people of ‘lower’ positions.

At that time, there were more than few Neo-Confucian scholars who regarded
Shogaku as a book for children. The criticism from Shundai provided an opportunity
to correctly understand the scholarship of Shushigaku. From Seisai KAWAGUCHTI’s
analytics of Shogaku, we can see that there had been attempts to reconstruct

Shushigaku based on cultivation of the mind even before Kansei era (1789 - 1801).
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