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The Analysis of the Concept of “Educational-Objectives”
: With Re-examination of the Relationship

between “Educational-Objectives” and “Educational-Aims”

Hiromi OZAKI
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The main purpose of this paper is to discuss features of the concept of the “educational-
objective” with re-examination of the relationship between “Educational-Objectives” and
“Educational Aims”. Recent years, there are many indications which point out the “absence” or
“needlessness” of the theory of the “Educational-Aims” in the field of the philosophy of education.
They consider that the theory of the “Educational-Objectives” is more effective for practices of
education. However, the point of the “Educational-Objectives” has been not fully argued from the
perspective of analysis of that concept. Then, firstly, this paper reviews some discourses which
claim the theory of “Educational-Aims” has no efficiency for educational practices. Secondly, this
paper checks up the conceptual identity of the relationship between “Educational-Objectives” and
“Educational-Aims” through comparing it to the relationship between “Objectives” and “Aims” in
the general sense. Acknowledging this, four noteworthy features of the concept of “Educational-
Objectives” are discussed, 1) implications of the nature of sciences based on industrial theories, 2)
connections of understandings of the “Teaching-Learning process”, 3) connections of
understandings of the “knowledge”, and 4) the property of proposing a certain set of values.
Finally, following points are suggested. The one is that the relationship between “Educational-
Objectives” and “Educational-Aims” is not entirely same as it is between “Objectives” and “Aims”.
Then we may need to give up the idea that “Educational-Aims” is the end point not to be reached
until all of “Educational-Objectives” are achieved. This indicates that the theory of “Educational-
Aims” may need to be explained in terms of the fact that it is implicitly embedded in the basic of

practices of education.

Key Word : Theory of educational aims, Educational objectives, Relationships between “objectives”

and “aims”, Educational evaluation, Conceptual analysis



