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Education at Home or Otherwise in Japan (1879-1941) :

Reanalysis the Formation Process and the Examination of the Actual Operation

Keisuke MOTOYAMA
(Graduate Student, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The purpose of this study is to examine the formation process and actual operation of the
system on education at home or otherwise in Japan (1879-1941).

Since 1980s, Truant student are recognized as a social problem in Japan. During the next
two decades, Compulsory education system was made to regard attendance at free schools for
absentees as legitimate study hours flexible by MEXT.

This institutional change in compulsory education initiate critical discussion not only in the
current education system but in previous education system, especially the bill that permits
parents to educate their children at home or otherwise in imperial ordinance.

This paper reanalyzed the formation process of the bill and arrived the presence of the

following two aspects.

(1) This bill is made to popularize primary education, especially for poverty children who

can't attend school adequately.

(2) This bill is also made to permit parents to educate their children at home as alternative

method.

In the past, researchers on the history of education have researched on the first aspect on
the bill. But little attention has been given to the second aspect of the bill, which has been
brought attention by researchers on the low of education. And this paper showed the parent who

educated their children at home because he rejected public school early in Showa.

What is important for further research on the function of the bill is to ascertain second

aspect of the bill by historical method.

Key words : Education at home or otherwise, School attendance, Customized curriculum,

Education option.



