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139

The elderly gathering at the Togenuki Jizo-Dori St.
in Sugamo

Tian CHEN

Sugamo Station of JR Yamanote Line is extremely crowded on the 4th,14th and
24th of every month, and most of them are the elderly . They are heading for the
famous Jizo named Togenuki of Koganji Temple and also for the shopping street
there. It should be very rare in Tokyo where is a so modern and fashionable city. On
the other side, it also reveals what a super aged-society in Japan now.

In this paper, I interviewed 20 persons to investigate what kind of the place is,
what the visitors, especially elderly people seek for here, and how they move here.
All in all, the purpose of the paper is to reveal why the Togenuki Jizo-Dori St. in
Sugamo attracts so many elderly people. Furthermore, this research is considered
as a clue about the problem of how the elderly live in the super aged-society while

keeping eyes on the death.
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