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Changes in learners’ interactions during re-telling pairwork

— Practice with phased re-telling activities —

Yoshiro OGAWARA

Re-telling is an activity in which “a person reads a story and then tells it without
looking at the text to another person”, and it has recently been utilized as an
activity in second language reading classes. Especially re-telling in pairs makes
learners collaboratively reconstruct the content of reading materials by checking
and comparing their partners’ re-telling against what they themselves have read and
understood. It thus has the potential to enhance Japanese learners’ comprehension
in reading classes. I conducted phased re-telling activities in pairs in three stages
in a Japanese reading class, in which pairs of learners retold a story which they had
both read. Observation of what occurred between one pair of learners when they
retold the story to their partners found that the aim of each stage was achieved. Re-
telling pairwork activities systematically introduced in three stages made learners
repeatedly access what they themselves had understood and resulted in changed

interactions between the pair.



