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Abstract

China has seen a rapid increase in urban growth since the 1990s. Alongside this development, a large
amount of rural land has been expropriated, and as a result, the number of land-lost farmers has significantly
increased. According to the compensatory policy, most of the land-lost farmers were resettled in compensatory
housing built by local government in the newly developed urban areas. However, as a result of the disparity in
income and educational background between land-lost farmers and urban residents, the land-lost farmers are
faced with a difficult citizenization and social integration process. By taking Nanchang as a case study, this
research aims to assess the residential conditions of land-lost farmers living in urban areas and examine the
differences in residential satisfaction between land-lost farmers and general urban residents through a
questionnaire survey. Results show that, although land-lost farmers had been living in urban areas for more
than 10 years, a large difference in socioeconomic status, residential conditions, and residential satisfaction could
still be seen between land-lost farmers and general urban residents. Furthermore, the study shows that local
government’s decisions regarding the compensation policy of land expropriation and house demolition, the
location and construction process of compensatory housing, and proprietary rights of compensatory housing all
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had a significant effect on the residential conditions of land-lost farmers.
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