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Thepurposeof this study is to reexamine the statistical properties of vocabulary items, which consists
of the subscale for the Broad-Range Japanese Fundamental Language Skills Test (BRJFLST) developed
by Taira et al. (1998). Ito, Sato and Kuramoto (2003) showed the content validity of the item pool, even
after 10 years since item construction. However, the present analysis excluded Level C items, which
had been evaluated to be utilized with care. Finally, 444 items were included in the present study.

According to the test information curve, the item pool as a whole showed the largest discriminating
power around the theta scale point of 84, which corresponded to the level of second or third grade of
elementary school pupils. Each of the original 11 testlets showed the peak of measurement efficacy

at the average level of its target population. The present study showed that the scale was also effective
from statistical viewpoints.

Key words: Item Response Theory, test information, item pool, Japanese vocabulary, logistic model

_30__



