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Dear friends and colleagues.
Many greetings to you from Sakkyryr [Eveno-Bytantay district, Sakha Republic, East Sibe-
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ting socio-economic topic among all peoples engaging in animal husbandry and leading a
way of life and subsistence that is traditional for ancient ethnic groups. I think that questi-
ons of herding are still understudied and therefore bear a big scientific potential for resear-
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and forms an integral part of human cultural development. I think that all herding peoples
are very close to each other in their practical work, and they can communicate on some
questions of their profession almost without the help of dictionaries.

I wish all participants a productive work and broadening of scientific studies to all those
places in the world where humans engage with the animal-world in one way or the other.
Particular greetings to all of those with whom I
had the honour to meet.
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cess in your academic work.

Respectfully to all participants of this academic
forum.

Innokentii Alexeevich Ammosov, May 13, 2009

3ApaBCTByTiTe JOpOTHE APY3hI-KOAAETI.

ITpuser Bam n3 Cakksipsipa! ITosaposasio Bac
U BallMX KOAJAEr C KOTOPBIMU 51 HE 3HAKOM U
BCeX IPUCYTCTBYIOIINX B KOH(pepeHIInI ¢ Hava-
AOM MHTEPeCHO} pabOTLI 10 M3YyYEHUIO TaKOil
VHTEPECHOV COLMaAbHO-DKOHOMMYECKON TeMbI
BCeX HapOAOB KOTOPbIe 3aHMMAaIOTCsl JKUBOTHO-
BOACTBOM U BeAyT TPaAUIIMOHHBIN AAs APEBHIX

9THOCOB 00pa3 >KMU3HM U KU3HeOOeCIIeueHNs.
MHe Ka’KeTcsl BOIIPOCHI IIacTyILIeCTBa B HACTOsIIee BpeM:sI MaAO M3yJeHBI U IIPeACTaBASIIOT
00ABIIION HAYUHBINI MHTEPEC A4S U3ydaloIiuX. [lacTyIecTso — ApeBHeliliee podeccrs
KOTOpast 1Mea0 OOABIIOe 3HaUeHMe A4S DBOAIOLIUN Ye0BeKa U KaK I1eA0CTHasl 9acTh pas-
BUTHS YeA0BEUECKOI KyAbTYpPBl. MHe KasKeTcs Bee IacTyIecKue HapoAbl ITO cBoell pabore
o4yeHb OAMBKIU U II0 HEKOTOPBIM BOIIPOCAM CBOEJI CIIeIMaAbHOCTH OHU MOTYT OOIIaThCs
routn 6e3 caosops. Keaalo BceM ydacTHUKaM IIPOAYKTMBHON paOOTBI M pacIIMpeHIis
Hay4HBIX M3BICKaHMIT II0 BCeMy MUPY IAe 4eA0BeK TaK MAY MHade OOIIAeTcs C SKMBOTHBIM
MupoM. IIpuBeT BceM ¢ KeM sI MMeA J4ecTb 3HaKOMUTCS. JKeaalo BaM BceM SKIM3HEHHBIX Oaar
VI TBOPYECKUX YCIIEXOB B Ballell HayJHO JesATeAbHOCTA.

C yBakeHneM BceM y4JaCTHMKaM HaydHOro popyma, VIHHOKeHTHIL.
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PREFACE

el

The social significance of animals has been at the heart of some of modern anthro-
pology’s most influential contributions, from the seminal works by Evans-Pritchard,
Herskovits” Cattle Complex in East Africa, Rappaport’s Pigs for the Ancestors, Itani’s the-
ory of the evolution of social structure, from a perspective combining primatology
with anthropology, and recent interdisciplinary efforts such as Bekoff’s four-volume
Encyclopedia of Human-Animal Relations. Much of the ethnographic record in this
direction was produced about nomadic pastoralist societies in different regions,
while cross-regional analysis of social significance with theoretical integration was
undertaken by fewer studies (Blench, 2001; Ellen & Fukui (eds.), 1996; Galaty &
Johnson (eds.), 1990; Ingold, 1980).

The idea for this volume was, therefore, to bring together scholars of pastoralism
to focus on the significance that animals have for individuals, societies, and cultures,
comparing the situation in the circumpolar North to that of other pastoralist areas.
The editors decided to start the process by inviting selected scholars from Japan and
Finland to a seminar on the topic organized by the Center for Northeast Asian Stud-
ies (CNEAS), Tohoku University, and the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland. The
title of the seminar, which was held from May 15 to 18, 2009, in Sendai, Japan was
“The Social Significance of Animals in Nomadic Pastoral Societies of the Arctic, Asia,
and Africa.”

Both the seminar and this book are the outcome of a collaboration between two
anthropologists of Siberia and Russian North: Florian Stammler, a visiting associate
professor at CNEAS, Tohoku University, in Sendai, Japan from January to July 2009,
and Hiroki Takakura, Associate Professor at CNEAS. Presentations by eight
researchers each from Finland and Japan formed the basis for discussions during the
seminar with 24 participants in total.

The main purpose of the seminar was to compare pastoralism in its contemporary
practice in the Arctic, Africa and Central Asia to explore theoretical implications
beyond regions. When Takakura and Stammler started fieldwork in Siberia just after
the collapse of the Soviet regime, they realized how little was known about the
diversity of livelihoods among Arctic pastoralists and how rich the history of African
and Central Asian pastoralist studies in ethnography, methodology, and theory was
in comparison. Almost two decades of Siberian and northern anthropological field
studies are now producing fruitful ethnographical descriptions and advancing novel
theories that have placed the North on the map of significant regions for the disci-
pline. While the regional orientation is comparative, this volume, nonetheless, has a
strong focus on the North. Indeed, to our knowledge, this is the first volume where
scholars of the North take the lead in anthropological analysis in this field and invite
other scholars to contribute cases and analysis for general theory building.

One region in East Siberia figures particularly strongly in this volume and pres-
ents a useful regional bridge between northern and southern pastoralism. The inte-
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grated economy in the area surrounding Sakkyryr (Eveno-Bytantay district, Sakha
Republic, East Siberia) unites the use of “southern” animals, such as the horse and
the cattle, to the typical northern reindeer pastoralism.

Discussions during the seminar built fruitful academic dialogues between “south”
and “north” in studies of pastoralism. While the conceptual axis for the comparison
was predominantly the anthropological analysis of human-animal relations, we also
include interdisciplinary approaches, such as sociology, biology, and art and science,
in order to develop a holistic understanding of social and cultural significance.

The publications that resulted from this cross-regional dialogue incorporate
insights from the seminar discussions, where we realized how the topic of the social
significance of animals in human-animal relations is focused yet broad enough to
provide a useful framework for understanding various aspects of the lives of pasto-
ralists and their neighbors both in historical and contemporary settings.

We adopted a thorough internal peer-review policy on the “single blind” princi-
ple; each paper was evaluated by two reviewers, whose identities were unknown to
the authors. All papers in this publication, therefore, have been revised at least once.
The editors appreciate the effort that the reviewers and authors made to create a vol-
ume of great value. We hope that this publication will contribute to further develop-
ment of the study of this topic and to further international academic dialogues.

We express our profound appreciation for the financial support given by the
Japan Society for Promotion of Science and the Academy of Finland. We would also
like to thank Dr. Shin-ichiro Ogura, Associate Professor of the Field Science Center,
Tohoku University, for the organizing the cultural program “Introduction to the
Local Species of Japanese Cattle.” Dr. Mutsumi Yamaguchi (Postdoctoral Researcher,
CNEAYS), Itoe Kaneshiro (Ph.D. candidate, CNEAS), Wakako Shimokakimoto, and
Aya Suzuki (both administrative staff members, CNEAS) devoted their energies to
the logistics and various arrangements necessary for the seminar and to the prepara-
tion of this publication. Without their help this book would not have been so well
integrated. We sincerely appreciate their efforts.

Lastly, we wish to express our heartfelt thanks to our friends, the pastoralists in
Siberia, Africa, and Mongolia. They show us their generosity and patience when
they host us in the field. We always learn from their experience and from their
thoughts that are relevant not only to our research but also in our personal lives.
Finally, we would like to express our deep gratitude to our common friend, Inno-
kenti Ammosov, a researcher of animal husbandry (Ph.D.) and an administrator of
Sakkyryr (Batagay-Alyta) in the Sakha Republic of Russia, who shares our dedica-
tion to the study of nomadic livelihoods and whose special greeting to our confer-
ence is printed in this volume.

Hirokxr TAKAKURA
Center for Northeast Asian Studies, Tohoku University, Japan

FLORIAN STAMMLER
Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, Finland &
Scott Polar Research Institute, University of Cambridge, UK
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