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This study was conducted to clarify nurses’ present state and recognition of difficulties related to respirato-
ry arrest confirmation for elderly people who are near death, receiving end-of-life care.

Data were collected from responses of 62 nurses to a questionnaire administered to nurses working at a
long-term care health facility and special nursing home.

20 nurses are working at a long-term care health facility or special nursing home confirming respiratory ar-
rest. 7 nurses confirm respiratory arrest during weeknights and holidays because doctors are not present. 7
nurses doing respiratory arrest confirmation improve their skills during post-graduate education. They recog-
nize ethical and emotional problem to respiratory arrest, and feel difficult to timely care and management to re-
spiratory arrest confirmation related to their work.

Results underscore the need for reconstructing legal and educational conditions related to respiratory arrest
confirmation for elderly people who are near death.
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