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This study was conducted to clarify the present state and nurses’ recognition of daily nurse confirmation of
respiratory arrest for hospice/palliative patients who are near death.

Data were collected from responses to a questionnaire administered to nurses working at a hospice/pallia-
tive care unit of a hospital. Questionnaire respondents were 44 nurses, of whom 43.2% were tasked with con-
firmation of respiratory arrest for hospice palliative patients who were near death, 43.2% had agreeable attitudes,
and 13.6% had opposite attitudes.

Agreeable nurses recognized that the family understands the situation. Opposite opinions center upon the
diagnosis of death as a doctor’s duty and variation in nurse skills. Points of caution for confirmation of respira-
tory arrest include being mindful of differences between doctors and nurses, establishing trust with family, and
assessing the family’s acceptance of death. Regarding hospice/palliative care nurses, role differences between
doctors and nurses and assessment of family acceptance of death are extremely important points of caution, and

these points suggest concepts to educate nursing program.
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