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Resultativity in Unmarked Verb Sentences,
“Temorau” Sentences and Causative Sentences

Sunhua Y1

This paper compares the level of resultativity in unmarked verb sentences, -te morau sentences
and causative sentences. In order to gauge the level of resultativity in each type of sentence, a
study was conducted on the acceptability of “result cancellation sentences”, sentences in which the
consequent cancels the antecedent. As a result, it was found that in each type of sentence, resulta-
tivity is deeply connected to the volition of the subject and in cases where there is no volition on the
part of the subject, it is difficult for result cancellation occur. The benefactive meaning associated
with -te morau sentences arises from the fact that the actor has carried out (or initiated) a specific
action and for this reason, we can consider benefactivity to be a type of resultativity, giving rise to a
strong level of resultativity in -fe morau sentences. Causative sentences indicate that a causer
causes an actor to carry out a specific action, but stop short of indicating the actual carrying out of
the action itself. For this reason, the level of resultativity in causative sentences is weak. Resul-
tativity in the three types of sentences observed can be ranked from strongest to weakest in the fol-
lowing order : -fe morau sentences > unmarked verb sentences > causative sentences. Analyzing
resultativity can give us a better understanding of the role of modality in -fe morau and causative
sentences.
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