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Development of Children’s Correction to Inappropriate Utterance and Ambiguous Utterance:
Focus on Interaction in the Pretend Play.

The purpose of the present study was to clarify the development of children’s correction to inappropriate utterances
and ambiguous utterances in the pretend play situation. Subjects were 131 children (ages = 3 to 6 years, 69 boys and
62 girls). There were two tasks which had two conditions respectively. In the selection task, children heard the child-
child conversation in the pretend-play situation, and they were asked to choose the most appropriate response as one
child response from three alternatives. There were some inappropriate utterances and ambiguous utterances in the
child-child conversation. In the interaction task, children were asked to response to the experimenter’s direction with a
demonstrative pronoun.

The main results were as follows:

(1) In the selection task (Inappropriate Utterance). The selection rate of “the correction response” increased with age.

(2) In the selection task (Ambiguous Utterance), many children did not necessarily choose “the correction response”.
The selection rate of “the correction response” did not change with age.

(3) In the interaction task (Reasoning Condition of Ambiguous Utterance), almost all children answered by the reasoning.
The rate of the response by the reasoning increased with age.

It was suggested that the children’s ability to correct inappropriate utterances developed with age. However, children
did not always correct ambiguous utterances. It was because the children knew that a smooth flow was the most
important in conversation. Children corrected inappropriate utterances in order to match the inappropriate utterance

with the social and cultural knowledge in episodes of pretend play.

key words:pretend play, development of play, correction to utterance, inappropriate utterance, ambiguous utterance



