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A study of the Chinese affix Shiki * Fu from
the perspective of the relevance between word
formation and sentence formation

Rui ZENG

This article examines the differences and similarities of the usage of the Chinese
affix Shiki * Fu in word formation and sentence formation. After a thorough
examination, the article points out the relatedness between word formation and
sentence formation.

The examination concerns the following two aspects:

1. whether Shiki * Fu forms noun stem or adjective stem.

2. whether Shiki « Fu are words or not in sentences.

The article comes to the following conclusions:

1.After a thorough examination of the syntactic features of Shiki * Fu, we see
that Shiki * Fu can be used as nouns,but they express type,so most of the time they
are used as modifier of a non-inflectable word.

2. shiki can not stand as a word, but it can form a noun sentence the same as a
formal noun. The noun sentence it forms can only used as attributive or predicate
which is similar to the word it forms. Fu forms formal nouns and auxiliary verbs. It
is related to Fu in word formation, but has no direct connection.

From the word formation and sentence formation of Shiki * Fu, we can see the
similarity of between the attributive sentence & predicate sentence formed by
auxiliary verbs and noun sentence formed by formal nouns. This is the same as noun

root and adjective root that express attribute.
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