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Abstract (tentative translation)

The objective of this study is to conduct a quantitative analysis of the gap in living standards
between divorced men and women as well as the factors contributing to this gap. In recent Japan,
there has been a trend towards an increasing possibility of divorces [1]; if this trend continues,
it is highly possible that in the near future, a large proportion of marriages in the Japanese
society will end in divorce [2]. The first goal of this study is to determine the extent to which an
increasing divorce rate serves to broaden the economic gender gap by qualitatively examining
the economic situations of divorced men and women. The second goal addresses legal and
policy-related concerns, that is, the extent to which the equity-oriented reform of financial
provision on divorce advocated by law scholars [3] [4] contributes to gender equality.

We are well aware that there is a great gender gap in post-divorce living standards.
Although this fact has become a commonly accepted theory, there has been no body of scientific
evidence. There has, however, been the large number of empirical studies in an adjacent field of
research, that is, the economic status of devorced single-mother households, because this field is
the subject of great political interest. Some studies have made use of the results of such kind of
research, extrapolating the factors that lead to poverty in single-mother households, to explain
the factors behind the economic disparity among divorced men and women [5] [6].

In examining the hypothesized factors from single-mother household studies, Tanaka [7]
[8] made the first attempt to directly analyze the economic status after divorce using Japanese
national representative data. The analyses were on equivalent household income of men and
women after divorce. Data were drawn from SSM2005-J [7] and NFRJ03 [8]. The results of
these analyses clarified that the post-divorce equivalent household income of men is 40% to
55% higher than that of women. The primary reasons for this gender gap were as follows: (1) in
most cases, it was the woman’s responsibility to take care of the children, and (2) few women
worked as regular long-term employees. These factors exerted a great effect after controlling the
effect by the level of education. In addition, pre-marriage employment status did not exert a
significant effect. The results of these analyses indicate that changes in economic situations that
arise during marriage lead to a post-divorce inequality in living standards. These results also
suggest that the new principle for financial provision on divorce advocated by Suzuki [3] and
Motozawa [4] could dramatically reduce the gender gap. This is because the principle demands
an equitable settlement to level out all the disparity in earning potential that arises during
marriage and the economic burden of caring for children (including the opportunity cost for an
interrupted career or for shorter working hours).

These analyses have reported qualitatively stable results. However, these results are not
quantitatively stable. The estimate values produced by the analyses differ widely. Therefore, we
have not received reliable answers regarding the extent either of the post-divorce economic gap
between men and women or of the effects exerted by the factors influencing this gap.
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In this study, we use data from the 1999, 2004, and 2009 iterations of the National Family
Research of Japan (NFRJ98, NFRJ03, and NFRJ08), aiming to achieve quantitatively stable
estimate values. The numbers of respondents who had experienced divorce in NFRJ98, NFRJ03,
and NFRJO0S8 are 473, 494, and 463, respectively. We have thus ensured an adequate number of
cases to obtain statistically reliable estimate values through multivariate analysis. We will
conduct multiple regression analyses on the natural logarithm of equivalent household income
(i.e., the annual household income in the year preceding the survey divided by the square root of
the number of people in the household) as a dependent variable. This analytical approach
emulates that of Tanaka [7] [8]. Based on the results from the analyses, we will discuss the
determinants of the living standards of those who have experienced divorce, the causal structure
of the gender gap, and policy implications for gender equality.
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£ 1. MR L EMHTE (T ; BRARE)

A P51 ¥ (i) BEHERAE EH expi
NFRJ98 ik 5.843 0.630  (2928) 344.8
R*=0.006  Zci 5.740 0.678  (2989) 310.9
B 5.791 0.657  (5917) 3272
NFRJ0O3 ik 5.724 0.651 (2603)  306.1
R*=0.003  #tE 5.645 0.667  (2878) 282.8
& 5.682 0.661 (5481)  293.7
NFRJOS  BtE 5.738 0.622  (2146) 3105
R*=0.004  #PE 5.669 0.657 (2381) 289.8
At 5.702 0.641 (4527)  299.4
K2 FEIROBRELEMHEHTG (GH ; BRI
Bk L8
FHm) SD EE expm | SD EHK exp [ |exp(f-m)
NFRJ98  #IA Fc 586  0.61  (2363) 3500 | 581  0.63  (2337) 335.0 | 0.957
R*=0.044  FERIATEL(H 6.10  0.67 (14) 4443 | 589 0.6l (6) 361.1 | 0.813
B 31 40 i £ 556  0.93 (54) 259.1 | 533 0.73 (202) 207.4 | 0.801
BlERI A AR 581  0.67  (108) 3338 | 573  0.58 (94) 3072 | 0.920
e A 572 0.72 (76) 3062 | 520  0.85 (142) 181.9 | 0.594
ES 581  0.62  (313) 3329 | 566 079  (208) 287.9 | 0.865
NFRJO03 0S4 i {8 575  0.63  (2038) 313.0 | 571  0.63  (2243) 302.4 | 0.966
R*=0.040  FERIATEL(H 593 0.87 (15) 3754 | 518 0.6l (9) 177.0 | 0.471
BE 31 4 i 1 567 0.73 (60) 289.6 | 530  0.73 (185) 200.4 | 0.692
BB T A 564  0.65 (114) 2829 | 572 0.60 (78) 303.7 | 1.074
e A 555 0.79 (91) 2572 | 512 074  (170) 167.5 | 0.651
ES 565  0.73 (285) 285.1 | 5.65 0.68  (192) 283.9 | 0.996
NFRJO8 #0548 577 058  (1640) 3213 | 575 0.60 (1767) 313.6 | 0.976
R*=0.052  JERIATEL(H 620  0.53 (8) 4943 | 582 049 (6) 3382 | 0.684
BE 31 4 B 1 540  0.82 (41) 2204 | 522 074 (130) 185.7 | 0.843
BB T A 567 057 (71) 291.1 | 5.65 0.66 (70) 284.6 | 0.978
B o A 1 549 0.79 (81) 2434 | 519  0.75 (172) 179.0 | 0.735
FS 567  0.73 (304) 289.5 | 5.67  0.73 (236) 291.2 | 1.006

SD: 1R HE(R 2=

SYBOITHTRE R ERNR & AR RIT T~ T 1% KETHE

HIER! & FERI DT 2 R L 7RI A1 THIER ) I2BID R~ 7z

(TYPE III 5 FNZ X %).



3. EBEERFSFT OO0 ERIERRE OH)

i FE
FME PRYER S CVE AR

NFRJ98
FMEETS (M, BARE) 5775 0.691 5413 0.800
A fhn 30-39 0.207 0.198
4049 0.234 0.293
50-59 0.288 0.302
60+ 0.272 0.207
IR HEERR 0.326 0.250
R 0.424 0.509
B 0.027 0.103
R 0.049 0.112
PN 0.174 0.026
HEAR 0.587 0494 0392  0.489
BBy iy 0212 0410 0.125 0331
BlLFE 0228 0421 0125  0.331
13 7% A O - 0.033  0.178  0.129  0.336
WIRFEH SN TWD XS 0467 0500 0293  0.456
(A% (184) (232)
NFRJ03
FMEETS (FM; BARE) 5602 0714 5315 0.752
A fhn 30-39 0.152 0.257
40-49 0.294 0.306
50-59 0.284 0.261
60+ 0.270 0.176
IR HEERR 0.181 0.184
R 0.412 0.502
EA e 0.103 0.118
SN 0.059 0.118
pNED N 0.245 0.078
EENI(E 0.559 0498 0314  0.465
LB it 0.235 0425  0.139  0.346
Bl & FE 0240 0428 0224 0418
13 AT OD -l 0.049 0216 0.196  0.398
WA SN TV —BRHEEE 0441 0498 0265 0442
A% (204) (245)
NFRJ08
FMHETS (M, BRI 5578 0.697 5335 0.741
A fhn 30-39 0.132 0.235
40-49 0.283 0.282
50-59 0.336 0.223
60+ 0.250 0.261
IR HEERR 0.151 0.168
R 0.434 0.521
B AR 0.086 0.143
SN 0.046 0.080
pNED N 0.283 0.088
HECAH 0467 0501 0294  0.457
LB it 0.230 0422  0.113 0318
BlLFE 0243 0431 0244 0430
13 AT OD -l 0.059 0237 0.164 0371
WIRFER ST D —BIEESE 0566 0497 0.298 0458
O3] (152) (238)

Tz oM) 25T
o HEEE OB A, BUEORESLIENCE SN FlkoRz DT b,

—9_



#® 4. HMIHTE (TH; BRAE) OEEROT @EEEEBREDS)

NFRJ98 (N=416) BRI (b)) HEYERGE exp b
Model 1  E¥% 5.908*  0.080 367.998
R*=0.067 5 30-39 -0.149 0.106  0.862
40-49 —0.189 0.098  0.827

60+ -0.214*  0.102  0.807

Tk —0.365* 0.074  0.694

Model 2 EH 5.565% 0.113  261.087
R*=0.263 i 30-39 —-0.232* 0.108 0.793
40-49 -0.303*  0.091  0.739

60+ —0.154 0.096  0.857

Qs —0.147 0.076  0.864

FIE R —0.345% 0.083 0.708

A ES 0.172 0.138 1.187

(SUNTL ) 0.034 0.125 1.035

R L 0.421% 0.126 1.524

A A 0.410%  0.081 1.506

HLLy iy 0.195 0.109 1216

Bl R -0.111 0.098 0.895

13 BEARTEH O Tk —0.440*  0.136  0.644

i R 0.344* 0.076 1.411

Model 3 5.625% 0.140 277.177
R*=0.292 s 30-39 —0.264* 0.107 0.768
40-49 -0.318*  0.090  0.728

60+ —0.109 0.095  0.896

2 —0.242 0.144  0.785

FIE R -0.348*  0.082  0.706

A0 0.117 0.137 1.124

(SN 0.042 0.123 1.043

KLl E 0.456*  0.125 1.578

A A 0.245 0.129 1.278

ALy HF 0.362*  0.161 1.436

Bl LR -0.139 0.131 0.870

13 Gk A D -k —-0.417* 0.135 0.659

W RE 0.347* 0.075 1.415

e X A B 0.310 0.162 1.364

T X HL By iy -0.435% 0216  0.647

XL L R 0.143 0.191 1.153

25<
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K 4. FMEAE GH; BANE) OERYRSIT ERERBREDOHR) DO

NFRJ03 (N=449) RE (b)) FEVERAE exp b
Model 1 EH 5.733*  0.076 308.983
R*=0.051 5 30-39 -0.105 0.101 0.900
40-49 —0.165 0.091  0.848

60+ —0.249*  0.099  0.779

g —0.297* 0.070  0.743

Model 2 E# 5.346%* 0.114  209.685
R*=0.255 s 30-39 —0.009 0.101 0.991
40-49 -0.215*  0.086  0.807

60+ —0.064 0.094  0.938

Ik —0.049 0.071 0.952

TR PR -0.262*  0.090  0.770

CASEE0 0.147 0.104 1.159

(SUNTLS 0.107 0.113 1.113

RELhE 0.454*  0.097 1.574

A ELE 0.280*  0.083 1323

ALy HF -0.041 0.105 0.960

B L= -0.052 0.088  0.949

13 A D ik -0.388*  0.109  0.679

R 0.331* 0.071 1.392

Model 3 EH 5.554%  0.147 258372
R*=0.295 i 30-39 -0.056 0.099 0.945
40-49 —0.196*  0.084  0.822

60+ -0.007 0.092  0.993

Qs —-0.375% 0.153 0.687

FIE R —0.264* 0.088 0.768

B S 0.110 0.102 1.116

VSN 0.090 0.110 1.094

KLU 0.464*  0.095 1.590

A -0.111 0.136  0.895

HLLy Ay -0.157 0.162  0.855

Bl -0.092 0.133 0.912

13 BEARTE O Tk -0.329*  0.108  0.720

i RF T 0.405%* 0.071 1.500

e X A B 0.692*  0.173 1.998

Lo X HL By S 0.031 0.208 1.031

VX L AE 0.061 0.171 1.063

235<
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£ 4. FMEAE GH; BANE) OERYROT ERERBREDOH) DO

NFRJ08 (N=390) RE (b)) FEVERAE exp b
Model 1 EH 5.662*  0.080 287.818
R*=0.061 45 30-39 -0.284*  0.109  0.753
40-49 0.038 0.098  1.039

60+ -0.230*  0.100  0.795

g —0.212* 0.075 0.809

Model 2 E# 5.161% 0.110 174.388
R*=0.297 i 30-39 -0.181 0.107 0.835
40-49 -0.021 0.090  0.979

60+ —0.004 0.094  0.996

Ik 0.036 0.075 1.037

TR PR -0.355%  0.105  0.701

EASE S0 0.266%  0.103 1.304

(SUNTLS 0.254 0.133 1.289

RELLE 0.288*  0.094 1.334

A ELE 0.344*  0.081 1.410

RE Qi 0.041 0.102 1.042

B EFE 0.113 0.088 1.120

13 G A D ik —0.523* 0.112  0.593

R 0.387* 0.072 1.473

Model 3 E¥ 5210%  0.135 183.015
R*=0.313 5 30-39 -0.188 0.107 0.829
40-49 —0.008 0.089  0.992

60+ 0.007 0.094  1.007

Qs -0.052 0.137 0.949

FIE R —0.345* 0.104  0.708

B S 0.238* 0.103 1.269

FEPNE 0.262*  0.132  1.300

KLU 0.293*  0.094 1.340

A 0.170 0.133 1.186

HLLy Ay 0.113 0.159 1.120

Bl 0.088 0.142 1.092

13 BEARTEH O Tk -0.523*  0.111  0.593

i R 0.415% 0.073 1.515

M X A B 0.311 0.167 1.364

Lo X HL By T -0.232 0209  0.793

VX L AE 0.048 0.173 1.049

EE O FENE: 50-59. FEOILNE: FRR. *: p<0.05
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5. BLBRBEILR & B DOBIR

2ot Bk
AR B B FE AELE  HGiE L FEE
NFRJ98 0.314 —-0.315 —0.238 0.245 0.362 —-0.139
1.369 0.729 0.788 1.278 1.436 0.870
NFRJ03 0.207 —-0.501 —0.406 —0.111 —0.157 —-0.092
1.230 0.606 0.667 0.895 0.855 0.912
NFRJO08 0.429 —0.171 0.083 0.170 0.113 0.088
1.536 0.843 1.087 1.186 1.120 1.092

7 4 Model3 OHETEM A © LICEE, HERMECH & FERE T2 AL EIEEDOFE 20 (=0) &35,
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K6. BEKEL L OTENMERDOHR

S HER]
Bikm) M fm RE (b)) b(Fm) BEF (@) exp e o
NFRJ98 4 30-39 0207 0.198 —0.008 -0.232  0.002 —0.006 0.994
40-49 0234 0293 0.059  -0.303 —0.018
60+ 0272 0207 -0.065 —0.154  0.010
peges 0.000 1.000 1.000 -0.147 -0.147 —0.147 0.864 41.3%
FRE R 0.326 0250 —0.076 —0.345  0.026 —0.021 0.979 5.9%
B SE 0.027 0.103 0.076 0.172  0.013
[N 0.049 0.112 0.063 0.034  0.002
RKFELE 0.174 0.026 —0.148 0.421 —0.062
A EAR 0.587 0392 —0.195 0.410 —0.080  —0.080 0.923 22.4%
i 0212 0.125 —0.087 0.195 -0.017  —0.006 0.994 1.6%
BlERE 0228 0.125 —0.103 —0.111  0.011
13 AT O Tl 0.033  0.129 0.097 -0.440 -0.043  —0.102 0.903 28.8%
‘it TR e 0467 0293 —0.174 0.344 —0.060
&t -0362  —0.362 0.697
OB F 2R < -0.355  —0.355 0.701 100.0%
NFRJ03 “Ffin 30-39 0.152 0257 0.105  -0.009 —0.001 0.002 1.002
40-49 0.294 0.306 0.012  -0215 —0.003
60+ 0270 0.176 —0.094 —0.064  0.006
otk 0.000  1.000 1.000 -0.049 -0.049  —0.049 0.952 16.7%
FHE ek 0.181 0.184 0.002  -0.262 -0.001  —0.068 0.934 22.9%
B2 0.103 0.118 0.015 0.147  0.002
SN 0.059 0.118 0.060 0.107  0.006
KFLLE 0245 0.078 —0.168 0.454 —0.076
RN 0.559 0314 —0.245 0.280 —0.069  —0.069 0.934 23.1%
BBy ity 0.235 0.139 -0.097  —0.041 0.004 0.005 1.005 -1.6%
BlL R 0240 0224 -0.016 —0.052 0.001
13 EAH O 1t 0.049 0.196  0.147 -0.388 —0.057 -0.115 0.891 38.9%
i IR 0441 0265 -0.176 0.331 —0.058
HEF -0294  —0.294 0.745
s DN % B < -0.296  —0.296 0.743 100.0%
NFRJO8 4Fk 30-39 0.132 0235 0104 —0.181 -0.019 —0.019 0.981
40-49 0283 0282 -—0.001 —0.021  0.000
60+ 0250 0261  0.011 —0.004 0.000
2ok 0.000  1.000  1.000 0.036  0.036 0.036 1.037 -16.0%
FEE R 0.151  0.168  0.017 —0355 -0.006 —0.038 0.962 17.0%
Eaileeyd 0.086  0.143  0.057 0.266  0.015
I SUNIE 0.046  0.080  0.034 0.254  0.009
KFLUE 0.283  0.088 —0.195 0.288 —0.056
HHEE 0.467 0294 —0.173 0.344 —0.059  —0.059 0.942 26.5%
i 0230 0.113 —0.117 0.041 —0.005  —0.005 0.995 2.1%
Bl ERE 0.243 0244  0.000 0.113  0.000
13 ik A D Tl 0.059 0.164  0.105 —0.523 —0.055  —0.158 0.854 70.4%
‘it IRE e 0.566 0.298 —0.267 0.387 —0.104
HEF -0.243 -0.243 0.784
OB R ZBR< -0.225 —0.225 0.799 100.0%

3 OFHE & 3 4 D Model 2 OHETEAED & 35,
ZHEROEEBIEF e 12T, FEMERUSN DR IR TO/ N~ T — T FoR
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