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This research material provides the descriptive results of a survey targeting the executive
staff at the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) in Japan.
This survey was conducted from October 2016 to February 2017. The subjects of the survey
were all executive staff members of the ministry above the level of Director. Seventy-five
responses were received from 114 subjects targeted by the survey. This represents a response
rate of 65.8%. Questions were generally classified into six categories. The first category was
perceptions of Japanese society. With regards to the current state of Japanese society, 17.3% of
respondents reported that it was ‘considerably satisfactory’, 25.3% that it was ‘somewhat
satisfactory’, 16.0% considered the situation to be ‘average’, 36.0% found it to be ‘somewhat
unsatisfactory’, and 2.7% considered it ‘considerably unsatisfactory’. The second category was
perceptions of policy and governance. Regarding policy issues for the Japanese people, ranked in
descending order from the ‘most important, respondents identified education (32.0%) , social
welfare and healthcare (21.3%) , economic growth (16.0%) , and diplomacy and national security
(13.3%) . The third category was frequency of contact with other political actor. Responses

concerning frequency of contact with the Prime Minister were reported as ‘absolutely none’ at
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74.7% and ‘almost none’ at 25.2%. The fourth category was behaviour during the policy process.
The most time-consuming aspects of creating and revising legislation were reported to be
‘coordinating with politicians’ (22.7%) , ‘coordinating with other government ministries and
agencies’ (17.3%), and ‘directing the activities of subordinates and putting work in order’ (14.7%).
The fifth category was perceptions of the policy process. Regarding the creation and
implementation of policies related to MEXT, in descending order from the most understanding
and cooperative to the least were ‘commissions, councils, and other similar bodies’ (25.3%), ‘ruling
party politicians representing particular interests’ (24.0%) , and ‘interest groups (21.3%) . The
sixth category was a demographic questionnaire. Regarding the last school graduated from
before entering the ministry, responses included ‘under graduate’ (73.3%) and ‘post graduate’
(26.7%) .

Key words : Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Bureaucratic Policy Preference
Political Elite Survey Research
Education Policy

Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy
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