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Personnel Transfer from Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,

Science and Technology-Japan to Local Governments :

An Analysis of 798 Cases from 2001 to 2016
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The purpose of this paper is to analyze the 798 cases of personnel transfers from Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology-Japan to local governments from 2001 to
2016. The results are as follows: First, the total number of personnel transfers was 798, averaging
499 per year. The number from 1977 to 2000 was 825, averaging 34.4 per year.

Second, prefectures receive 68.9% of personnel transfers, cities designated by ordinance
receive 11.2%, other cites receive 15.8%, and towns and villages receive 4.1%. Towns and villages
did not receive transfers before 2000. Third, the number of personnel transfers which prefectures,
cities, and towns and villages receive to the office of board of education is more than that of to
the office of governor or mayor. Fourth, in many cases, prefectures receive fast-track bureaucrats
as director and, in some cases, prefectures receive fast-track bureaucrat as superintendent.
Conversely, in many cases of cities or towns and villages, fast-track or rank-and-file bureaucrats
are transferred to the role of superintendent. Fifth, fast-track bureaucrats are transferred to
prefectures more than rank-and-file bureaucrats. Sixth, fast-track bureaucrats are transferred to
the role of a Director of the office of board of education in prefectures on average 10 years after
acquiring a job in central government. Conversely, fast-track bureaucrats are transferred to the
role of a Director of the office of board of education in prefectures on average 80 years after

acquiring a job in central government.
Key words : Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology-Japan, Personnel

Transfer, Intergovernmental Relations, Fast-track Bureaucrat, the Office of Board of

Education



