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A study about the Deification and Honoring of Gimin:
on the case of Kanen Gimin in the Shindatsu ikki

Jianhua LIU

In the Edo period of Japan, a series of disasters including drought, flooding and
insect pest, the bad harvest and famine were occurring frequently. As a result, to
demand reduction in rice levy, the peasant revolts (hyakusho ikki) broke out
frequently yet. During the peasant revolts, the leaders of the peasants, who led riots
on farmer’s side, especially those leaders who were arrested and beheaded, are
called “Gimin”. To save the peasants from the sufferings, a lot of Gimin sacrificed
their lives. After their death, many “shrines "and “Jizo” were built for the Gimin.
Then, the Gimin were revered and enshrined as “Kami”.

In the earlier studies, given to their unnatural death, the deification and reverence
of Gimin is explained to the feelings of awe towards their “Onryo”. However, by
analizing the cases (seventy seven) of the deification of the Gimin in Tohoku
region, I found that the stories of “Onryo” appeared only in four examples and the
targets of the Onryo’s curse(Tatari) were limited to the person in authority such as
the daikan of Bakufu. Then, I have some doubts about the explanation about
motives of the Gimin's deification to their “Onryo”. Besides, according to the
influence of the Jiyu Minken Undo(Movement for Liberty and People’s Rights)in
Meiji era, lots of Gimin were discovered and honored, the factors of honoring
became noticeable.

Considering the above-mentioned circumstances, in this paper, I would like to
review the mechanism and the historical characters of the deification and honoring

of Gimin through the example of Kanen Gimin in the Shindatsu ikki.
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