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This paper aims to reveal the actual conditions of collaboration among public schools, NPOs
(Nonprofit Organizations), and private companies. Currently, the collaboration among public
schools and external actors, such as community residents, parents, NPOs, and private companies,
has become important for improving education quality. Numerous studies refer to concrete
contents of collaboration among public schools and external agencies. However, especially in
terms of studies of NPOs and private companies, such research is almost always based on case
studies; therefore, national trends of collaboration among public schools, NPOs, and private
companies are not clear. This paper carries out a complete survey to illustrate the national trend
of collaboration among schools, NPOs, and private companies in February of 2016. This survey
targets the boards of education in municipalities in Japan. Questionnaire was sent to 1,761
municipalities and 702 municipalities responded (response rate: 40.3%).

The following two points have been revealed from the aggregate results of this survey. First,
the most popular curricular collaborations between public schools and NPOs are environmental
education and career education; between public schools and private companies, they are career
education and science education. Second, the most popular extracurricular collaborations between
public schools and NPOs are after-school education and sports; between public school and private

companies, they are based on career education.

Keywords: Collaboration in School Activities with NPOs, or Private Companies Curriculum;

Complete Survey; Environmental Education; Career Education
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