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Rethinking a frame of collecting data from using assessment to

improve school-wide pedagogy

“Strengthening Lessons and Schools through LS”

Masahiro ARIMOTO

(Professor, Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University)

The purpose of this research is to contribute to the basic data that the author deepens with
the evidence that the working hypothesis that "system maintains culture and culture strengthens
system", which has long been personally recognized as a problem awareness in Japanese class
study by the author. To that end, the assertion of Catherine Lewis "strengthen classes and
schools with lesson studies’ is reconsidered from the experience of Japan. Specifically, we will
focus on school research theme while extending it to the Japanese context and cultural context in
which assessments have been used throughout the school to improve pedagogies. We focused on
the quantitative data of school surveys during the 1980s, when rising cognitivism and social
constructivism as well as socio-cultural theory began a paradigm shift from the peak of
behaviorism cultural scripts. Based on that, it will be used as a basic material to pursue the
extension of the data collection framework thereafter. Lewis (2002) also remarks that if
formative assessment practices, or indeed any innovative practices are to be developed and
continuously improved using LS, educators need to agree upon a shared goal for improvement.
The process of evidence collection is at the very core of the formative assessment process and of
Japanese LS. There was actually an increasing momentum among researchers to re-focus so far
Japanese “LS” taken it for granted from school-wide contexts by focusing School Research Theme
(SRT) in 1980s. Therefore, SRT supports the matter of implementing Assessment for Learning

(AfL) , which might receive much attention from abroad.

Keyword : Lesson Studies, Assessment, Japanese Culture, System, School Research Theme (SRT)
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