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Abstract

This study illustrates some novels published before the World War II can be classified as “economic writ-
ings” or “economic novels”, instead of the common understanding that the genre of literature was established in
the post-war period. After first noticing “Jinsei Tokkyu” (Life Express, 1932) was written as an economic
writing by Toyohiko Kuno, we found a novel with the subtitle, “economic writing” published in the middle of the
Meiji era. Moreover, Itagaki (1932) and Yanagida (1936) have already discussed the economic novels written
in the Showa and Meiji eras respectively. Although the recognition of the economic writings is different among
scholars, in this paper we define a novel classified in the genre if it was called an economic writing by its author
or others in the pre-war period. Under this formal definition, the seven novels were recognized as the eco-
nomic writings. Two of them were allegories with the aim of enhancing the economic literacy of the public.
We conclude some authors published them in order to promulgate existing problems in the real economy and to

give a warning to the society. This is the common aim of creating an economic writing between authors in the
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present day and in the pre-war period.
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