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The Stories in the Series

Kopa Naomi

Analyzing series of stories that were told by different storytellers in the same conversation,
this study demonstrates that the story in the series achieves collegiality (Mulholland, 1996 ; Sza-
trowski, 2010 ; Karatsu, 2012). This study focuses on the construction and design of the stories in
the series in Japanese conversations, including the participants who went through and shared the
experiences of the 3.11 earthquake in Sendai. Once one participant picks up the earthquake as a
topic, the next teller shows the resonance, and takes story turns and from them into a series.
Especially when the topic comes to the hardship of earthquake experience, participants shared the
feeling such as laugh and angry. The earthquake topics seem to be the spring gushing out from the
stock of experience. Tellers of the second or consecutive stories nicely pick up the stories which
agree with the previous stories from their stock of earthquake stories to achieve a degree of collegi-
ality in their talk.
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