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SUMMARY

The introduction and criticizing the painting of
Nirvana of Buddhism owned by Myokoji temple.

Eriko SAEKI

Myokoji a temple of Nichiren sect of Buddhism located in Izumisano city in Osaka
prefecture, holds two pieces of the paintings of Nirvana of Buddha. The one of them
(hereafter I call it Myokoji version) is noteworthy because the date 1434 (7K 6 4 ) is
written by gilt letters on it.

Also the signatures of priest Nichien ( ? ~1444) and priest Nichigen ( ? ) are
written on it , too. The former priest consecrated Myokoji version and the latter one
donated it to Myokoji temple.

Moreover, Myokoji version is worthy of attention that Daimoku ( Fg fERD{: iR |
hail Lotus Sutra) is written by gilt letters in the upper center of it.

Daimoku; the sacred title of Hoke-kyo is very important for Nichiren sect of
Buddhism. That is the icon symbolizing the salvation of Buddha for Nichiren sect of
Buddhism. So, Nichiren wrote Daimoku by conspicuous letters in the center of the
Mandala (Nichiren sect of Buddhism call it Mandarahonzon or Omandara) which
he represented. And Nichiren awarded many Mandaras of his handwriting to his
disciples.

I have never seen the painting of Nirvana of Buddha like My0koji version dating
back to 15th century except for Myohonji version (in Okayama prefecture). However,
I think in the case of Myohonji version Daimoku was added, when Myohonji version
was restored in Edo period.

So, in this paper, I introduce Myokoji version and express some my opinion
focusing on the following three points.

1  The function of Daimoku performed on Myokoji version. (in the context of

Nichiren Buddhism).
The background of producing Myokoji version.
3 The possibility that is the notable motif wearing black priest robe represents

a Nichigen who donated Myokoji version.

(1)
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