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The fourth chapter focuses on the one of the features of Zenrin-ji version, the
letter of “A” drawn at the top of the screen, and the circumstance of Zenrin-ji in
the late 13th century, based on the production period. Firstly, the letter of “A” has
been thought to reflect “Ajikan”: The method of meditation introduced by Kakuban.
However, the letter of “A” drawn in Zenrin-ji version does not have the lotus stand,
which is different from Kakuban's way of drawing the letter of “A”. Additionally,
thus the usage of the letter of “A” in memorial services for the dead has prevailed
in general society from the Kamakura era, the philosophical background of Zenrin-ji
version does not have to be looted to Kakuban.

Lastly, this paper argues the circumstance of Zenrin-ji in the mid to late 13th
century, which is the age of Zenrin-ji version production. In those days, Zenrin-ji
was at the transitional period in which Shingon sect and Jodo sect were co-existing.
According to the description in Zenrin-ji Engi, one aspect of Jodo sect's activities is
the foundation of a temple named Shoju-raigo-in (1237). Although this description does
not directly indicate a connection with Zenrin-ji version, “Ojoko”, a gathering to recite
Buddhist sutra to pray for going to paradise after death, should have been held in
Shoju-raigo-in.A record shows the possibility of the painting of Amitabha facing to the
front has been set in “Ojoko”, along with the decorative expression used in Zenrin-
ji version, the painting of Amitabha may have been used as the principal object of
worship.Concurrently with the depicted image of Amitabha with Shkitenno and Jiban
Doji in Zenrin-ji version, the painting of Amitabha should have had a function as a
principal object that ensured to going to nirvana for those who participated in the

lecture.

(6)



SUMMARY

Research on Amitabha Seen Across the Mountains:

From A Collection of Zenrin-ji

Satoko OSAKI

The painting of Amitabha Seen Across the Mountains, from a collection of Zenrin-
ji, hereinafter referred to as Zenrin-ji version, depicts images of the Amitabha triad,
Shitenno (Four guardian kings) and Jiban Doji (Great youths holding banners) in
mountain scenery. Zenrin-ji version is considered to be the oldest of several existing
similar paintings and has been designated as a national treasure. Though considered
by many researchers, there is no established theory about the detailed history of the
work itself, the age of the work, and the circumstances surrounding the work at the
time of production. Therefore, this paper focuses on the expression used in Zenrin-ji
version, reconsidering the production period and the expression of the letter of “A” in
Brahmic script drawn at the top of the screen, and presents a new hypothesis on the
usage of Zenrin-ji version, based on the situation of Zenrin-ji at the time of production.

In the first chapter, this paper summarizes the basic outline and research history
of Zenrin-ji version. Nowadays, Genzo Nakano's theory is definitive regarding the
ideological background and the creator of Zenrin-ji version. Dr. Nakano presumed
that Zenrin-ji version is based on the idea of Kakuban (1095-1143), which is a fusion
of esoteric Shingon Buddhism and the Pure Land faith, and actual production had
been led by Jouhen (1166-1224): The 12th chief priest of Zenrin-ji. However, some
researchers have skeptical view on his theory, considering the fact that there is a gap
between the production age estimated from the characteristics of expression and the
time Jouhen had been staying at Zenrin-ji.

The second and the third chapters refer to the expression of each image and motif
in the Zenrin-ji version, describe its features, and estimate the production dates. The
features of Buddhist painting which have continued since the Heian era is studded in
Zenrin-ji version; meanwhile, unnatural expressions due to the misunderstandings by
painters can be seen in various places. Furthermore, considering the formalization of
the wave expression at the top of the screen and the characteristics of the lotus stand
held by Kannon, the estimated production date should be in the middle to late 13th

century.

(5)
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