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Darwin, C. R. ed. 1838. Fossil Mammalia Part 1 No. 1
of The zoology of the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle. By Richard
Owen. Edited and superintended by Charles Darwin.
London: Smith Elder and Co. Includes by Darwin: Preface
pp- [i]-iv and Geological introduction (pp. 3-12).
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sphere of observation was limited to a comparatively small part of South Ame-

rica ; and the future traveller may fairly hope for similar success, if he bring to

the search the same zeal and tact which disti;

Oryctological Science is indebted for such novel and valuable
It is remarkable that all the fossils, collected by Mr. Dar

bivorous species of mammalia, generally of large size. The gr ar

rible to the order which Cuvier has called Edentata, and belong to that subdivi- ]

sion of the order (Dasypodide) which is characterized by having perfect and some-

times complex molar teeth, and an external osseous and tesselated coat of mail. { g

The Megatherium is the giant of this tribe; which, at the present day, is exclu-

sively represented by South American species, the largest (Dasypus Gigas, Cuv.)

not exceeding the size of a Hog. The hiatus between this living species and the

Megatherium, is filled up by a series of Armadillo-like animals, indicated more

or less satisfactorily by Mr. Darwin's fossils, some of which species were as large

as an Ox, others about the size of the American Tapir. The rest of the collection

belongs, with the exception of some small Rodents, to the extensive and hetero-

gencous order Pachydermata ; it includes the remains of a Mastodon, of a Horse,

and of two large and singular aberrant forms, one of which connects the Pachy-

dermatous with the Ruminant Order ; the other, with which the descriptions in

the following pages commence, manifests a close affinity to the Rodent Order.
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Summary: Richard Owen’s autographs on “The Zoology
of the Voyage of H.M.S. Beagle: Fossil Mammalia Part 1,
No. 1.” discovered in Tohoku University Library in 2019.
This book was delivered in 1923 by Sakichi Fujiwara, founder
of Kinkodo-Bookseller in Sendai, Japan. But probably it
would be obtained by Professor Hikoshichiro Matsumoto, a
paleontologist at Tohoku Imperial University, during studying
on abroad. This book was presented from Richard Owen
to Henri Marie Ducrotay de Blainville. The process of his

parting with this book is still unknown.
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