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It is the endeavour to search out hidden forces and mysterious
qualities of the mind -- to discover other methods of transmitting

mental impression than of sight, speech, and touch; other avenues



than those of the five senses; and other means of mental influence

(=)
than those everywhere known and visible.
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The only other examples to which I need refer of the attempt to
import into the subjective phenomena described the element of
the supernatural and the discovery of an unknown force are the
so called spiritualists and the telepathists. Their pretensions are
only a revival under a new form of the old follies and deceptions
-- often self-deceptions, and still more often impostures --
which surrounded the earlier introductions of the errors of the

magnetisers, the spiritualists, and the mesmerists of the middle

ages. [...] Telepathy sounds better to modern ears than mesmeritic
trance or clairvoyance, but it has no more substantial foundation.
It is an attempt to discover whether it is possible to see without
eyes, to hear without ears, to receive or convey impressions
without the aid of the special senses. [...] Telepathy is a silly
attempt to revive in a pseudo-scientific form such as self-deception
of this kind has assumed, but in a very feeble form, and with very

()
futile inane results, the failures and impostures of the past.
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we venture to introduce the words Telesthesia and Telepathy to
cover all cases of impression received at a distance without the
normal operation of recognised sense organs. These general terms
may, we think, be found of permanent service; but as regards what
is for the present included under them, we must limit and arrange
our material rather with an eye to convenience, than with any belief
that our classification will ultimately prove a fundamental one. No
true demarcation, in fact, can as yet be made between one class of
these experiences and another; we need the record of as many and
as diverse phenomena as we can get, if we are to be in a position to

()

deal satisfactory with any of them.
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The thesis which these pages are designed to illustrate and support
is briefly: that communication is possible between mind and mind
otherwise than through the known channels of the senses. Proof of
the existence of such communication, provisionally called Thought
Transference or Telepathy (from tele = at a distance, and pathos
= feeling), will be found in a considerable mass of experiments
conducted during the last twleve years by various observers in
different European countries and in >Boiomwv (Emphasis in

original.)
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What is now called "mental telegraphy" or "telepathy" is quite
an old idea. Bacon calls it "sympathy" between two distant minds,
sympathy so strong that one communicates with the other without
using the recognised channels of the senses. Izaak Walton explains
in the same way Dr. Donne's vision, in Paris, of his wife and dead
child. "If two lutes are strung to an exact harmony, and one is

struck, the other sounds," argues Walton. Two minds may be as
harmoniously attuned and communicate each with each. Of course,
in the case of the lutes there are actual vibrations, physical facts. But
we know nothing of vibrations in the brain which can traverse space
to another brain.

Many experiments have been made in consciously transferring
thoughts or emotions from one mind to another. These are very
liable to be vitiated by bad observation, collusion and other causes.
Meanwhile, intercommunication between mind and mind without the
aid of the recognised senses -- a supposed process of "telepathy” -- is
a current explanation of the dreams in which knowledge is obtained
that exists in the mind of another person, and of the delusion by

virtue of which one person sees another who is perhaps dying, or in



some other crisis, at a distance. The idea is popular.
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