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An Anthropological Study on Sumo Culture
by Retired Sumo Wrestlers
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In this paper, we examine the history of a former sumo wrestler who retired without
achieving much success in the sumo community where a wrestler is considered to come of age
upon receiving the rank of Zyuryo. There has been sufficient work for sumo wrestlers who
retired without promotion, but certain sumo stable s have also organized alumnus associations,
built monuments at sumo-affiliated shrines, and held rituals Shinto shrines every year. We can
observe that the former sumo wrestler was the symbol of the ritual and that retiring does not
signify that a wrestler's role is complete. The relationships that the wrestler forms with in the
organization is based on the experience of “belonging to the same sumo stable and eating rice in
the same pot” more than the seniority system or the merit system. Thus, our study found that

this aspect of sumo culture continues to be propagated by sumo wrestlers after retirement.

Keywords : sumo culture, sumo wrestlers after retirement, ment family





