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The “Ultimate Concern” in Tillich’s
Theory of Religious Symbol

Jiro SAWAI

This paper deals with Paul Tillich’s theory of religious symbol. Needless to say, he was a
Christian theologian as well as a philosopher of religion, who mainly played an active part in the
United States of America in the 20th century. This paper focuses on Tillich’s concept of “ultimate
concern,” which had a central significance in his later religious theory, and which also gives great
influences on contemporary religious studies. In order to take into consideration his concept of
“ultimate concern” in the development of his religious theory and to clarify the context in which
his concept of “ultimate concern” appeared, we trace the development of his religious theory with
main reference to his article, “Das religiose Symbol / The Religious Symbol.” Thus, on the basis
of our confirmation of Tillich’s life history, we would like to consider how he developed his
concept of “ultimate concern” in his life and also to elucidate the meaning of his concept of
“ultimate concern” and its relationship with his life history.
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