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The conflict of "Church" and "Society"

Focusing on The Christian Pavilion in Japan World Exposition

Yoko KAWAGUCHI

This paper will consider the question involving Japanese "church" and "society" in
Christianity from the 1960s to the 70s.

The Christianity Pavilion sent to the Japan Expo held over half a year as one place for that in
Osaka Suita from March,1970 for display as one of the pavilions is set up, and the confusion
involving exhibition is considered as problem institution involving a "church" and "society."

Confusion to the extent that a religious group is bisected in the United Church of Christ in
Japan involving exhibition of a Christianity Pavilion was caused, and it became a major factor of
the religious group confusion term called "dispute of United Church of Christ in Japan."

In dispute, as the name a "church group" and a "social group" was used, a "church” and
"society" were told in dividing.

While a "social group"” tried to reflect upon the "church” through the social activity, a
"church group” refuses a political thing and it tries to maintain “church” by exteriorizing a social
thing.

In it, experience of the church in the Asia-Pacific war was always recollected as one ground,
and the memory was connected to the United Church 's history.

Experience in which "crime" was committed in war developed also as constitution criticism
continued after the war also rather than was treated only as a past thing.

It was recollected by the form contrasted with the present situation, and the statement
involving war was unfolded as what relativizes the present, it became one position manifestation
how experience of war is caught, and it became one opportunity of the division.

‘When regarding the dispute as confrontation with a "church” and "society”, it can see having
maintained oneself, "essence” of a church being supposed by the confrontation and classifying a
political thing in an essentialist theory statement.

Although students recaught what was exteriorized as "society” from the "church" and the
state of the faith which makes the distinction was asked, "essence" of the church was classified
and the Christianity hall was promoted by making the Christianity Pavilion social and political.





