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The Folk Belief (Shomin Shinko)
Theory of Shigeru Gorai

Tomonori ABE

This article is intended what kind of thing understanding of the common
people (shomin) faith of Shigeru Gorai was. As for the common people faith
theory of Gorai, a folk Buddhism becomes basic, but the understanding of the
common people becomes the problem. As for his common people
understanding, a class system is basic, assume regard Buddhism of the upper
class as false Buddhism.

On the other hand, The Buddhism that was propagated between the common
people, consider it to be genuine Buddhism based on the sense of values of the
common people, provide an important role in Japanese Buddhism history.

In this article, I make class-consciousness of Gorai clear, It is intended to

connect his folk belief theory with a social class.
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