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Br.: Brahmana 3t ; BrhArUp: Brhad-Aranyaka-Upanisad; GpSa: Grhya-Siitra; Ja:
Jatakatthavannana; JB: Jaiminiya-Brahmana; KS8: Katha-Sambhita; Kh: Khila;
ManuSmr: Manava-Dharma$astra; MS: MaitrayanT Sarhhita; PW: BOHTLINGK —
RotH, Sanskrit-Worterbuch; RV: Rgveda; $aakh§rSu: Sankhayana-Srautastitra; §B:
Satapatha-Brahmana (Madhyandina); SBK: Satapatha-Brahmana (Kanva); TB:
TaittirTya-Braihmana; T8: Taittiriya-Sarhhitd; Ved,W.Conec.: Vedic Word

Concordance; VS: Vajasaneyi-Sarmhita.
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Significance of a genealogy of a family in the Vedic ritual

Naoko NISHIMURA

This paper aims at giving a brief outline of significance of a genealogy of a family
in the Vedic ritual, consisting of these chapters: 0. Introduction; 1. References to a
genealogy of a family in the Veda, 1.1. Four Varnas and the editorial policy of the
R gveda, 1.2. Continuity of a family and the existence after a death, 1.3, The questions
implied in the Sunah$epa Legend: an adoption of a child, a priest of a Royal descent
(rdjaputra’), and an inheritance from a father to his son; 2. Pravara (a ritual for
choosing of priests): a genealogy of a priest family and a sacrificer’s origin; 3.
Systematization and standardization of Pitr yajfia (rituals for ancestral spirits); 4.
Concluding remarks.

Vedic literature is edited on the basis of a tribal society as its background, and it
includes different discussions on a genealogy of a family in ritualistic or theologicai
contexts. We may say that the codifcation of the Veda corresponds to the
development of religious discussions in the texts and a process of systematization and
standardization of the Vedic ritual. We can find various family names in the oldest
text, the R _gveda. It seems that the priests attempted helping patriarchs/
householders realize their wishes or solve their problems through the Vedic ritual
Prajakémasyesti {an Isti for a sacrificer wishing for descendant), one of the Kamya
Istis could be interpreted as an example of the priests’ endeavour. Besides that, in the
younger texts such as the Satapatha-Brahmanas, they seemed launch into an
systematization of some new rituals relating to the sacrificers’ ancestors, i.e. Pravara
and Pindapitr yajiia. We might infer that the both are promoted by the White
Yajurveda School, i.e. the Vajasaneya School. The School is understood to have played
a great role for renewal and popularization of Vedic ritual. It could be made possible
on a social basis which was in a transitional period. The standardization and
systematization of the Vedic ritual might have corresponded to the social change,
which ¢ould also be implied by the discussions on the genealogy of a family.
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