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Fashion Journalism in the Articles of Milena Jesenska(1)(clothes):
A Consideration in the Study of Czech Culture in the 1920s.

Hanpa Sachiko

This paper analyzes the 1920s fashion articles of Milena Jesenska, a popular
journalist in interwar Czechoslovakia. It considers her attitudes toward fashion,
how she viewed fashion at the time, and the messages she desired to convey to her
readers through.

In this paper, I first summarize her career as a fashion journalist and the
tendencies of the contents of her articles on three newspapers, (7ribuna, Narodni
listy, Lidové noviny) and the magazine (Pestry tyden). Second, I analyze her fashion
articles to clarify her dominant view toward clothing in general and the concrete
fashion styles she recommended for the workplace and home life.

This paper concludes that she emphasized both the exterior and interior
qualities of person. That is, she placed equal emphasis on clothes and the body and
soul. Besides this, she emphasized the harmony, the consistency, and necessary
balance of both. It further concludes that there are differences of styles in detail but
commonality in idea: practicality, functionality, and neatness. The final conclusion
is that those ideas arose from her demand that her female readers garner mental
independence.
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