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Arnold Ruge’s der absolute nation and freedom

Y amamoto Ai

Abstract

How should Arnold Ruge (1802—1880), the German thinker and journalist,
be evaluated? He posited the idealised image of der absolute nation even though
he initially denied Hegelianism and Prussian nationalism. Ruge’s requirements
for der absolute nation encompassed the underlying context of ‘the nation
representative system. Thus, he supported Prussia’s Prime Minister, Bismarck in
the latter part of his term. Ruge distanced himself from Bismarck when the nation
representative system was not adopted into the election laws of the Frankfurter
Nationalversammlung in a manner proportionate with Ruge’s ideal, although
the system was ultimately realised as Reichstag des Nortddeutscher Bund and as
Reichstag in Deutsche Reich.

Ruge was influenced by Hegelian principles and the notion of construing
‘absolute’ as freedom. Assessing and applying this notion to the nation, he
emphasised the significance of freedom and altered his initial attitude towards
Prussian nationalism. This paper examines Ruge’s opinions through a review of the

notion of der absolute nation.
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