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Workplace Conditions of Teachers with Hearing Impairments:
A Study Featuring Interviews with Non-Hearing-Impaired Teachers

Miki ISHIKAWA*

* Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to clarify how non-hearing-impaired teachers can help improve the workplace
conditions for teachers with hearing impairments at schools for students with special needs. Ideas for improving the
hearing-impaired teachers’ working conditions were discussed in interviews with three non-hearing-impaired teachers.
All three responded positively and indicated that they were motivated to support the improvement of workplace
conditions for their hearing-impaired colleagues. Study results suggest that hearing-impaired teachers require the
support of non-hearing-impaired teachers to improve their workplace conditions; and that their non-hearing-impaired

colleagues are motivated to provide support toward achieving that goal.

Key words: schools for special needs education, teachers with hearing impairment, colleagues, workplace conditions
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