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The Emperor in Kinpara Meizen
ToMONO Fumiaki

This paper examines the view of the emperor by Kinpara Meizen
(1832-1923), an entrepreneur active in Japanese society during the
Meiji and Taisho periods, and considers the relationship between his
consciousness and the businesses he developed. In recent studies
focusing on the role of entrepreneurs, it has been pointed out that
those based in rural areas reproduced an ideology of industrialization
when engaging in the development of their regions. While it is often
mentioned that such Meiji-period entrepreneurs and businessmen
active held Confucian and Buddhist views, there are few studies that
discuss how they understood the emperor. In this paper, I will discuss
how Kinpara's motivation for “modernization” was related to his
unique view of the Emperor, which was different from the
industrialization ideology of other entrepreneurs of the same period.
Therefore, upon examining his ideas, this paper argues that it was
precisely Kinpara’s views of the emperor that drove him to engage in
activities such as forestry.
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