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The Creation of Utagawa Hiroshige’s “Uozukushi” series :
A New Chronology Derived from Haikai (Kyoka) Poetry in the Series

TAKAHASHI Akinori

It is known that there were several series of Utagawa Hiroshige’s “Uozukushi”.
Concerning the creation of the earliest two series, it is believed that the ten works in the
first were created as a group in Tenpd 3 (1832) and that the second was created over a
period of years, beginning with the celebrated “Ayu” in Tenpd 7 (1836) and being com-
pleted in Tenpé 11 (1840). That conclusion was reached using “signatures” and
“stamps”, both of which are prominent source materials in research concerning ukiyoe
woodblock prints.

The current work takes as it subjects the history of the authors of the kyoka included
in the images, which has been thus far neglected in previous research; the editors who
appraised these works ; and the appraisals, which were recorded as numerical scores in
the images themselves, and investigates the “Uozukushi” series from the perspective of
the activities of the kyoka circles (represented by Suzugaki Makuzu) that compiled the
series.

The results of the study make it clear that the first “Uozukushi” series was created
after Tenpd 4 (1833) and that the ten works of the second series were not created over a
period of years but were rather completed in a relatively brief period in the spring of
Tenpod 11 (1840).

Further, the current work outlines a time sequence for the production process of
“Tsukinami senshii”, the monthly collection of works that became the center of the pub-
lishing activities of kyoka circles, using the “Kendai kokoku” (advertisements) and
“Kootsuroku” (record of achievements) produced by the circles.
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