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Abstract

This paper focuses on the activities of Sendai Pharmaceutical Guild involved in the distribution of sugar in
the 18th and 19th Centuries, then discussing the role of the guilds in local commodity circulation with various
characters.

Many studies of “Kabunakama” during the Edo Period in Japan mostly focused on central markets such as
Edo and Osaka. In those case studies, the guilds were argued to be a kind of monopoly association. But it is
thought that local guilds also played an important role in commodity circulation with various activities and func-
tions, although there are few historical discussions about it.

In view of the above discussions, this paper has clarified the rapid and multiple growth of sugar trade in the
18th and 19th Centuries in Sendai Han benefited from the nationwide manufacturing of sugar in Japan, and vari-
ous activities of Sendai Pharmaceutical Guild in dealing with sugar market changes also could be seen. Compar-
ing the Sendai Pharmaceutical Guild with those in central markets, indicating that the characters of the local
guilds were quite distinct from the guilds in Edo and Osaka.
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